[Intraoperative unilateral changes in myogenic motor evoked potentials in patients undergoing thoracic aortic surgery].
Motor evoked potentials (MEPs) can be employed for monitoring the functional integrity of the descending motor pathways during thoracic aortic surgery. Since MEPs can be affected by a variety of intraoperative factors, intraoperative MEP changes have to be carefully interpreted. In this report, we describe two patients undergoing thoracic aortic surgery, in whom MEPs from the unilateral lower limb disappeared after femoral artery cannulation, and MEPs' recovered by modifying the position or removing the cannula. MEPs in the contralateral side remained unchanged. Neither patients showed postoperative neurologic dysfunction in the lower limbs. These observations suggest that regional ischemia of the lower limbs caused by femoral artery cannulation can affect intraoperative MEP finding.